Brief hy Policy:

Constraints of the climate assessment form fM

It is always easy to criticize the status quo, the
mainstream — and for good reason. As a student of
political science, analyzing the structure, practice, and
alignment of international organizations (the World
Bank is a favorite) and national governments regarding
climate change is a routine experiment. Critiques are
learned and repeated like chess maneuvers, gleamed
from the work of critical academics and practitioners
whose names are dropped for the social capital in the
classroom. This is not to call into question the worth of
these evaluations — the current condition of our climate
and our seeming inability to address it is a symptom
of a broken political system and, to repeat a position
myself, a detrimental hegemonic worldview.

Working at BRAC, | truly appreciated learning from my
co-workers. These individuals had so much experience
and knowledge — based in both academics and practice
— which they were kind enough to share. | found
analogous opportunities for learning from individuals
in other organizations, both domestically based in
Bangladesh and in foreign and donor organizations.
However, | became interested in how working in such
organizational structures

At the University of Victoria, | am currently taking a
class entitled Climate and Society which centres on the

intersection of climate science and political/societal
response. A ‘climate assessment’ assignment spurred
me to think about how | would transfer my experience
and knowledge learned through my internships in
assembling assessments of climate science (e.g. past
records, temperature and precipitation projections) and
ecological and socio-political vulnerability.

The following blog is a climate change assessment
of Dhaka, Bangladesh. My purpose here is two-fold:
firstly presenting ‘the science’ of how Dhaka’s climate
has changed and will change, and the impacts; and
secondly highlighting the way that the form dictates the
context. A report such as this is extremely constrained
in terms of length and topic and method of analysis.
| have endeavoured incorporate the knowledge
and perspectives that | have gained as an intern at
BRAC and RMMRU, but | found myself — as | imagine
many individuals in environmental policy-oriented
organizations do — constrained in what | could include.

With this article, | would encourage my fellow interns
and students to consider how they will transfer their
learned skills and experiences to work-output in their
planned field of employment and the institutional
constraints they may encounter.




1. Discussion of cultural, socio-political, and climatic context:

Incepted as an independent state following the Independence War of 1971, Bangladesh is a relatively young
country. First partitioned in 1947 from India at the withdrawal of the British Raj, Bangladesh constituted the
Eastern wing of the bipartite state of Pakistan before economic and social exploitation and subjugation by
West (and present-day) Pakistan incited political and armed revolution. With assistance from India,
Bangladesh asserted its independence, but the impacts of Partition and the recovery from the Independence
War continue to be felt today, economically, socially, and in terms of the country’s geography. While Kolkata
had historically been the economic and cultural hub, Dhaka became the capital of Bangladesh and witnessed
rapid growth which has accelerated in recent decades.

Bangladesh is situated in a low-lying delta, between the Bay of Bengal to the south and the Himalayan and
the Hindukush mountain ranges to the north. The total land area of Bangladesh is 147,570 sqg. km; its
topography is predominantly flat and low at an average of four to five metres above mean seal level, with
some hilly regions in the north and south-east. The country is interspersed with the dense network of
distributaries of the Ganges, Brahmaputra, and the Meghna river system — more than 230 major rivers spread
across the country. Dhaka is located centrally in Bangladesh on the eastern bank of the Buriganga (“Old
Ganges”) river and has a hot, humid tropical climate and receives a seasonal monsoon.

Bangladesh has a GDP of US$76.7 billion per annum, and the capital Dhaka is the primary economic hub.
Bangladesh’s economy is predominantly based on agriculture, forestry, and fishing, though it has recently
diversified and endeavored to establish a manufacturing sector centred in Dhaka (particularly the production
of ready-made garments) which has grown to surpass agriculture in its proportion of GDP. International
labour migration (predominantly to the Middle East) also represents a large in-flow of capital —in 2014,
Bangladesh received US$14.9 billion in remittances (remarkable when compared to the US$1.7 billion
received in FDI) and is the seventh highest receiver of remittances internationally. However there is high
wealth inequality with 40 percent of the population living below the national poverty line. This percentage is
higher in Dhaka where more than half of the population impoverished, and over 2.5 million reside in slums
and informal housing in precarious economic condition.

Bangladesh is a parliamentary representative democracy, with a unitary central government located in
Dhaka. Following a series of military governments post-Independence War, democracy was restored in 1990,
with a brief intermission by a care-taker government in 2007-2008. Despite nominally being a democracy,
corruption persists throughout government structures, political rights and processes are infringed, and
human rights abuses are committed - including extra judicial killing, torture, and gender-based violence — by
state and non-state actors. Political action and reaction is intensified in the nation’s capital, and city-wide
hartals (strikes/demonstrations) are a regular occurrence during times of political unrest.
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